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mittee  must  work  out  the  differ¬ 
ences  in  the  two  versions. 

Supporters  of  the  measure  say 
because  public  schools  have  failed 
children,  low-income  families 
should  have  the  opportunity  to 
send  their  children  to  the  school  of 
their  choice.  Opponents  say  that 
such  provisions  are  unconstitu¬ 
tional  and  the  scholarships  are  no 
different  from  vouchers. 

Rep.  Steven  Gunderson,  R- 
Wis.,  said  that  his  proposal  does 
not  take  money  from  public 
schools  and  give  it  to  private  insti¬ 
tutions. 

“A  voucher  by  any  other  name 
is  still  a  voucher,”  countered  Rep. 
William  Clay,  D-Mo.,  who  added 
that  the  Gunderson  amendment 


would  not  bring  school  reform  and 
may  be  unconstitutional. 

Brent  Walker,  general  counsel 
of  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee, 
called  the  program  “misguided.” 

“You  don’t  improve  the  public 
schools  by  taking  resources  away 
and  paying  students  to  go  to  a  reli¬ 
gious  school,”  Walker  said.  “Plus 
it’s  clearly  unconstitutional.  Call¬ 
ing  it  a  ‘scholarship’  rather  than  a 
‘voucher’  or  ‘grant  doesn’t  cure 
the  constitutional  problem.” 

Barry  Lynn,  executive  director 
of  Americans  United  for  Separa¬ 
tion  of  Church  and  State,  noted 
that  nearly  half  of  the  $100  million 
set  aside  for  school  reform  would 
finance  the  voucher  program. 

“The  Constitution  flatly  bars 
Congress  from  taxing  Americans 
to  support  religious  instruction,” 
Lynn  said.  “If  this  program 
becomes  law,  a  legal  challenge  is 
certain”  because  government  must 
not  be  allowed  to  “pass  the  collec- 
tibn  plate  to  taxpayers.” 


House  offers  D.C.  students  scholarships 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  —  The 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
approved,  241  to  177,  a  program 
that  would  provide  scholarships 
for  low-income  children  to  attend 
public  or  private  schools  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  area. 

The  scholarship  program  was 
part  of  an  overall  school-reform 
package  that  was  added  to  the 
D.C.  budget  bill  (H.R.  2546). 
Scholarships  of  up  to  $3,000 
would  be  doled  out  by  an  indepen¬ 
dent  board  to  students  attending 
public,  private  or  religious 
schools. 

The  Senate  previously 
approved  a  spending  bill  for  the 
district  without  the  scholarship 
provision,  and  a  conference  com¬ 


Border  Springs  Church,  Caledonia  (Lowndes),  will  celebrate  its 
anniversary  on  Nov.  19.  The  day’s  activities  will  begin  with  Sunday  School 
at  9:45  a.m.  Worship  services  will  follow  at  10:30,  with  Michael  T.  Smith 
as  guest  speaker.  Smith  was  ordained  by  Border  Springs  in  1977.  He  is 
the  grandson  of  J.F.  Sansing,  pastor  of  Border  Springs  from  1927-39.  A 
covered  dish  luncheon  will  be  served  in  the  fellowship  hall  at  noon,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  gospel  singing  at  2  p.m.  Bobby  Cobb  is  pastor. 


MBREA  luncheon 

The  annual  fall  luncheon  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Religious  Educators 
Association  was  held  Oct.  30  at  Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jackson,  prior  to 
the  start  of  the  1995  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  Preparing  for  the  lun¬ 
cheon  were  Joe  Armour  (second  from  left),  minister  of  education  at  First 
Church,  Clinton,  and  Colonial  Heights  staffers  Mark  Bricker  (left),  minister 
of  education;  Joey  Rodgers  (second  from  right),  single  adult  minister;  and 
Jim  Randall  (right),  student  minister.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


MILL  VALLEY,  Calif.  (BP)  —  Student  enroll¬ 
ment  at  four  Southern  Baptist  Convention-owned 
seminaries  increased  this  fall,  but  the  two  largest 
seminaries  saw  enrollment  Figures  drop. 

The  seminaries  officially  compare  fall-to-fall 
enrollment  figures  in  late  October  based  on  the  “non¬ 
duplicating  headcount”  of  students  enrolled  in  pre¬ 
baccalaureate  programs,  basic  degree  programs,  and 
classes  for  academic  credit. 

Overall,  total  enrollment  at  the  six  SBC  seminaries 
is  down  just  slightly,  from  9,190  students  in  fall  1994 
to  9,177  students  this  fall. 

Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  with 
1,098  students  enrolled  this  fall,  posted  an  18.7% 
gain  over  the  previous  fall  enrollment  of  925  stu¬ 
dents. 

Midwestern  Seminary  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  with 


494  students  enrolled,  rose  16.5%  over  the  previous 
fall  enrollment  of  424  students. 

Golden  Gate  Seminary  in  Mill  Valley,  Calif.,  with 
1,142  students  enrolled,  saw  an  11.2%  increase  over 
the  previous  fall  enrollment  of  1,027  students. 

New  Orleans  Seminary,  with  L796  students 
enrolled,  improved  by  6%  over  the  previous  fall  of 
1,692  students.  The  fall  1994  enrollment  figure  does 
not  include  second  term  registration. 

The  two  largest  SBC  seminaries  reported  declines 
in  enrollment  this  fall. 

Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.,  with  1,621 
students  enrolled  this  fall,  saw  a  13%  drop  from  the 
previous  fall’s  count  of  1,868  students. 

Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  with  3,026 
students  enrolled,  had  a  7%  drop  in  enrollment  from 
the  previous  fall’s  3,254  students. 


SBC  reports... 

Seminary  enrollment  up  at  four  schools 


angxng  in  there 


One  of  the  leading  film  critics  in  the  country  is  exhort¬ 
ing  religious  people  not  to  give  up  on  secular  television 
and  films.  Michael  Medved,  chief  film  critic  for  the  New 
York  Post  and  co-host  of  “Sneak  Previews”  on  public 
television,  said  he  thinks  people  of  good  faith  and  con¬ 
science  can  work  together  toward  a  popular  culture  that 
matches  Americans’  innate  decency.  Medved  has  also 
written  a  number  of  books  on"  the  ever-declining  quality 
of  entertainment.  “I  da  believe  religious  faith  is  one  of  the 
most  pressing  interests  of  the  American  people.  America 
wants  to  come  home.  America  wants  to  come  back  to 
decency,”  he  said.  Medved  contended  that  too  many  tal¬ 
ented,  religious  people  have  given  up  on  television  and 
films,  rather  than  hanging  in  and  putting  to  good  use  their 
influence  within  the  industry.  People  of  faith  are  needed 
to  turn  around  the  system,  he  pointed  out.  “The  important 
thing  is  to  let  people  see  that  it’s  possible  to  be  modern, 
creative,  and  religious,”  he  said. 


etting  priorities 


If  you  think  Sam  and  Beverly  in  your  office  are  hard  to  get 
along  with,  consider  Cody  Custer’s  workmates  —  Wild  Toad, 
Wolfman,  and  Gunslinger.  Their  manners  are  atrocious,  and 
they  try  to  stomp  and  gore  him  at  every  opportunity.  That’s 
because  Custer  is  one  of  the  country’s  best  bull  riders,  win¬ 
ning  the  world  championship  in  1992.  He  was  even  voted 
Most  Popular  Cowboy,  but  his  life  in  the  rodeo  fast  lane 
ended  abruptly  when  a  serious  injury  forced  him  to  take  six 
months  off  the  circuit.  “One  of  the  first  things  1  noticed  was 
how  much  I  enjoyed  being  in  church  every  week.  I  saw  how 
empty  I  had  become  after  all  these  years  of  being  on  the  road. 

I  really  am  grateful  God  let-  this  accident  happen  so  I  could, 
get  my  priorities  straight,”  he  said.  When  Custer  ^returned  to 
bull  riding  this  season,  he  decided  to  make  it  both  his.  liveli¬ 
hood  and  his  mission  field.  ‘The  cowboy  church  services  (at 
rodeos)  are  great  at  helping  people  find  Christ,  but  I  think 
there  is  a  lot  more  we  can  do  in  the  area  of  disciplfng  and 
maturing  people,”  he  said. 


ing  Back... 


Riverside  and  Quitmpn  Associations,  representing  Tunica. 
Coahoma,  and  Quitman  Counties  in  the  Delta  area  of  north¬ 
west  Mississippi,  vote  to  merge  into  North  Delta  Association 
with  headquarters  in  Clarksdalc. 


First  Church.  West  Point,  establishes  a  new  record  in  reach¬ 
ing  the  lost  through  its  bus  ministry,  collecting  335  people  in 
one  Sunday  for  transport  to  the  church  —  including  one  bus 
that  was  packed  with  101  riders. 


Mississippi  College's  varsity  basketball  players  gleefully 
begin  practice  after  hearing  the  news  that  their  coach.  Melvin 
Landrum,  has  been  discharged  from  military  service  in  the 
Pacific  and  is  on  his  way  home  to  Clinton. 


Editor’s  Nm™™  ^ 

The  seminary  next  door 


X'M  THINKING  op 
WRITING  OUR  EDITOR 
EITHER  TO  THANK 
WINS  FOR  THAT  ARTICLE 
ON  MISSIONS,  OR  TO 
APPLAUD  HIS  EDITORIAL 
ON  RACK  RELATIONS,  OC 
TO  CRITICIZE  HOW  HE 
SPELLED  OUR  CHURCH? 
NAME 


Mississippi  Baptists  do  not  own  tion  of  seminary  president,  but  cations.  Most  NOBTS  faculty 
the  New  Orleans  Seminary  were  unsuccessful.  members  have  academic  doctor- 

(NOBTS)  but  we  do  have  an  above  Then  the  committee  turned  to  ates.  Magee  asked,  “How  can  he 
average  interest  in  it.  As  early  as  Lowery.  Lowery  reportedly  told  his  (Lowery)  effectively  supervise 
1912,  P.I/Lipsey,  editor  of  The  church  he  turned  the  committee  those  who  have  an  ultimate  degree 
Baptist  Record,  advocated  the  down  three  times  before  agreeing  when  he  does  not  have  comparable 
establishing  of  a  theological  institu-  to  be  nominated.  Then  trustee  preparation?” 
tioti  in  New  Orleans.  The  Baptist  chairman  Johnson  called  a  meeting  Apparently  quite  a  few  friends 
Bible  Institute  opened  in  1918.  The  for  Nov.  8-9  to  elect  Lowery.  of  NOBTS  urged  the  committee  to 

school  has  made  significant  contri-  Lowery  has  been  very  active  in  reconsider.  Lowery  considered  it 
butions  to  out  state  and  we  have  the  fundamental/conservative  and  withdrew  his  name, 
invested  much  in  the  “school  of  movement,  having  served  as  vice-  Anderson  denied  any  denomina- 
providence  and  prayer.”  This  sym-  president  of  the  SBC  and  president  tional  politics  but  the  main  thing 
biotic  relationship  has  been  good  of  the  Pastor’s  Conference.  He  was  “just  to  get  the  will  of  God. 
for  all  concerned.  holds  degrees  from  Samford  Uni-  This  is  not  a  political  situation.” 

President  Landrum  Leavell  versity  and  Southwestern  Seminary,  The  special  Nov.  8-9  trustee 

announced  his  retirement  from  the  and  a  doctoral  degree  from  Luther  meeting  was  cancelled.  Now 

seminary  in  December  1994.  Trus-  Rice  Seminary.  Luther  Rice  Semi-  Anderson  and  his  committee  will 
tee  Chairman  Ed  Johnson  of  Ocala,  nary  was  not  accredited  in  1978  have  to  prove  there  are  no  denomi- 
Fla.,  appointed  a  search  committee  when  he  received  the  degree  but  is  national  politics  involved,  a  task 
and  named  Morris  Lynn  Anderson  now  accredited  by  Transnational  which  is  becoming  increasingly 
of  Pigeon  Forge,  Tenn.,  as  chair-  Association  of  Christian  Schools.  difficult. 

man.  Earlier,  Anderson  had  nomi-  Word  of  Lowery’s  nomination  We  need  New  Orleans  Semi- 

nated  Johnson  as  chairman  of  the  leaked  out  about  10  days  prior  to  nary.  It  has  a  good  faculty,  with  a 
trustees.  Both  have  denied  any  col-  his  election  and  telephone  lines  golden  opportunity  to  make 
lusion  in  this  but  “it  just  happened.”  began  humming.  NOBTS  one  of  the  leading  theolog- 

One  member  of  the  search  com-  Robert  Magee,  former  chairman  ical  schools  in  the  nation.  We  do 
mittee  was  Fred  Lowery,  pastor  of  of  NOBTS  trustees,  said  Lowery’s  not  need  politics,  but  prayer  —  no 
First  Church,  Bossier  City,  La.  The  education  is  inadequate  for  the  post  lowering  of  the  academic  stan- 
committee  first  tried  to  get  Jim  of  president.  Curiously  enough,  dards,  but  a  continuation  of  the 
Henry,  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  Anderson  said  his  committee  had  high  academic  discipline  that  has 
tion  president,  to  accept  the  posi-  set  no  minimum  academic  qualifi-  marked  the  school  for  77  years. 


THAT**  IT* 


LET?  $TRAI6M1CN 

■a  HIM  OUT/* 


PAJTOP 


The  Fragments- 

Convention  highlights 


Guest  Opinion... 

Lawsuit  threatens  charities;  help  asked 


What  did  you  like  best  about 
our  recent  convention?  The  venue 
was  excellent.  It  was  in  the  central 
part  of  the  state  and  First  Church, 
Jackson,  does  a  great  job  with  its 
spacious  facilities.  Mississippi 
Baptists  will  owe  a  debt  of  grati¬ 
tude  to  this  congregation  for  years 
to  come. 

The  fellowship  was  unsur¬ 
passed.  I  met  people  I  had  baptized 
in  the  1950s  and  ’60s.  Choice  lay 
persons  added  a  great  flavor  to 
every  meeting.  Mix  all  of  this  with 
good  singing  such  as  “The  Mid¬ 
night  Cry”  by  the  choir  of  First 
Church,  McComb,  or  One  Voice 
singing  “Until  The  Day,”  or  the 
Singing  Churchmen  who  can  make 
a  four-star  anthem  out  of  “Brighten 
the  Comer  Where  You  Are.” 


Great  preaching  is  always  in 
order.  The  new  convention  presi¬ 
dent,  Jimmy  Porter,  said,  “stay 
committed,  finish  well.”  Steve 
Bennett  of  Southaven’s  Colonial 
Hills  declared,  “You  can’t  get  it 
done  with  a  dog  and  pony  show;  it 
takes  the  power  of  God.” 

Also,  Mose  Dangerfield  vehe¬ 
mently  denied  using  the  same  cake 
(which  reportedly  was  used  last 
year)  for  the  100th  year  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  BYPU  and  its  allied 
organizations.  I  don’t  know  about 
the  cake,  but  the  testimonies  were 
tremendous.  Even  Yogi  Berra  was 
quoted:  “You  gotta  be  careful  if 
you  don’t  know  where  you’re 
going  —  you  may  get  there.”  I 
believe  Mississippi  Baptists  know 
where  they  are  going.  —  GH 


in  competition  with  each  other, 
such  as  the  Baptists  with  the 
Lutherans,  etc.  The  suit  also  claims 
the  charitable  gift  annuity  violates 
federal  securities  laws. 

The  lawsuit  now  has  30  defen¬ 
dants  and  the  plaintiff  seeks  to 
have  this  case  certified  as  a  class 
action  suit  to  included  organi- 
zations  representing  some 
1  2,000  charities.  Among  the  cur- 
1  rent  defendants  are  numerous 
religious,  educational,  and 
charitable  organizations, 

0  including  the  Texas  Baptist 
Foundation,  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  the  American 
2  Bible  Society,  and  American 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety.  Certification  of  the  lawsuit 
|  as  a  class  action  could  make  a 
{  target  of  practically  every  char- 
$  ity  in  the  country  simply  of  1995 
9  because  it  has  issued  or  man-  securitit 
■  aged  charitable  gift  annuities.  manage 
The  upshot  is  that  unless  tends,  a 
8  some  remedy  is  found  soon,  do  not 
charities  across  the  nation  will  annuitie 
be  inundated  with  expensive  Sena 
®  litigation  for  years  to  come.  lawsuit 
In  an  effort  to  resolve  the  ful,  it  c 
g  matter  expeditiously,  and  to  thousan 
save  large  sums  on  legal  fees,  hospital 
Senator  Kay  Bailey  Hutchison  groups, 
(R-Texas)  and  Senator  Christo-  and  eve 
_ I  pher  Dodd  (D-Conn.)  have  in  thee 


tiff’s  lawyers  in  this  case  has 
boasted  that  this  is  a  ‘billion-dollar 
lawsuit’  because  it  will  extract 
huge  sums  of  money  from  our 
nation’s  noblest  institutions  —  and 
earn  him  a  big  contingency  fee.” 

You  can  help  by  immediately 
contacting  your  U.S.  Senators  and 
Representatives  (see  sidebar)  and 
urging  their  support  of  S.  978,  the 
“Charitable  Giving  Protection  Act 
of  1995.”  The  Senate  is  scheduled 
to  vote  on  this  bill  on  or  around 
Nov.  28. 

Brown  is  editor,  Oklahoma’s 
BAPTIST  MESSENGER. 


an  arrangement  whereby  a 
donor  gives  a  sum  of  money  to 
a  charity.  The  charity  invests 
the  money,  and  the  premium  on 
the  annuity  goes  to  the  charity, 
for  which  the  donor  receives  a 
lax-deduction.  In  addition,  the 
donor  receives  payments  for  the 
remainder  of  his/her  life.  If 
money  is  left  in  the  annuity  at 
the  donor’s  death,  it  too  goes  to 
the  charity. 

Gift  annuities  have  been 
around  for  more  than  100  years 
and  have  been  widely  used 
without  problems  by  hundreds 
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Liquor  votes  may  herald  turnaround  in  public  attitude 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

addition  to  their  out-of- 
pocket  expenses,  Rhodes 
estimated. 


Liquor  proponents  were  slam- 
dunked  in  the  only  two  Mississip¬ 
pi  counties  to  hold  referenda  on 
election  day  Nov.  7,  and  Baptists 
on  the  front  lines  of  those  alcohol 
wars  believe  public  opinion  may 
be  moving  away  from  liberalizing 
liquor  laws  any  further. 

Voters  in  Pearl  River  County 
—  almost  a  suburb  of  sprawling 
New  Orleans  —  turned  back  legal¬ 
ized  liquor  for  the  third  time  in  16 
years.  More  than  58%  of  the  unof¬ 
ficial  vote  total  was  against  the 
proposal. 

In  Rankin  County,  just  out¬ 
side  the  capital  city  of.  Jackson 
in  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
areas  of  the  state,  59%  of  voters 
opposed  legalized  liquor. 

In  both  counties,  the  margin  of 
victory  grew  larger  for  anti-liquor 
forces  compared  to  referenda  in 


people  together.”  he  said.  er  this  time  than  1992,  leading 

A  series  of  worship  rallies  cul-  Stephens  to  presume  that  the  new 
minated  at  Jack  Reed  Park  in  Rankin  Countians  have  the  same 
Picayune  on  Oct.  29  and  First  sense  of  family  values  already 
Church,  Poplarville,  on  Nov.  5,  prevalent  in  the  community, 
where  the  sanctuary  was  packed  “That’s  what  attracts  them,”  he 
r _ .  with  over  400  said. 

/  people  by  5  No-Al,  a  long-standing  interde- 

yr  ■  p.m.  nominational  group  with  strong 

■  “Church-  Baptist  leadership,  was  revived  to 
yf  1  es  went  fight  the  newest  liquor  threat, 

together.  Stephens  said. 

Testimonies  “No-Al  is  not  a  bunch  of  reli- 
were  given,  gious  fanatics.  It  has  broad-based 
Those  ral-  support  in  Rankin  County,”  he 
lies  were  pointed  out. 
the  high  No-Al  raised  about  $23,000  to 
points,”  saturate  the  county  with  anti-alco- 
Rhodes  hoi  messages,  Stephens  said, 
reported.  While  liquor  proponents  were 

Oppo-  complaining  that  Rankin  County 
nents  wrote  suffers  economically  without 
f  local  news-  liquor,  real-estate  developers  were 
uted  4,500  announcing  a  multi-million  dollar 
nty,  in  addi-  commercial  complex  at  the  Inter- 
ked  autos  at  state  20-Pearson  Road  exchange, 
dth  attached  The  deve.opment  will  include  a 
;n  driving.  Cracker  Barrel  restaurant  and  a 
ted  hard  to  four-story  Budgetel  motel, 
lout,  despite  Stephens  said. 

11s  opened,  “The  developers  said  they  were 
going  to  build  it,  with  or  without 
director  of  liquor.  It  didn't  hurt  that  they 
missions  for  Rankin  Association,  announced  the  project  the  day 
Published  Since  1877  said  was  somewhat  surprised  after  the  liquor  petition  was  Filed,” 
at  the  margin  of  victory  in  his  he  said. 

county.  Both  Rhodes  and  Stephens  are 

“A  lot  of  new  people  are  com-  relieved  that  their  counties  won’t 
ing  in  to  Rankin  County.  We  were  be  flowing  with  legalized  liquor 
concerned  about  losing  ground,”  any  time  soon,  but  they  promise 
he  said,  referring  to  the  last  liquor  vigilance  against  future  threats, 
referendum  that  was  sucessfully  "We  were  ready,  and  we'll  be 
defeated  in  1992.  ready  again.  Mark  that  down,” 

The  final  vote  spread  was  larg-  Stephens  said. 


previous  years. 

Opposition  T 
leaders  in  both 
counties  credit  / 
interdenomina-  / 
tional  effort  J 
and  strong  / 
organization  / 
for  the  vie-  / 
tones.  1 

Ken  \ 

Rhodes,  Pearl  \ 

River  Associ-  \ 
ation’s  director  \ 
of  missions,  said 
Citizens  United  for 
a  Better  Society 
(CUBS)  fused  a  cross-section  of 
Pearl  River  Countians  into  a  deter¬ 
mined  opposition  machine. 

About  25  churches  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  individuals  contributed 
more  than  $8,000  to  CUBS,  in 


'Pearl  River 
County 

No:  8240(58%) 
Yes:  5862  (42%) 


^4  Rankin 
County 

No:  19,015(59%) 
Yes:  13,192  (41%) 


CUBS 
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Partnerships  spotlighted 
at  ’95  convention  meeting 


sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  orado  partnership  will  begin  on 
(MBCB),  accepts  the  gifts  on  Jan.  1;  1996. 
behalf  of  the  state’s  Baptists.  Causey  also  witnessed  the  for- 

David  Bunyh  (photo  #2,  left),  mal  signing  of  Mississippi  Bap- 
executive  director-treasurer  of  the  tists’  three-year  international  part- 
Colorado  Baptist  General  Conven-  nership  with  Venezuela  (photo 
tion,  seals  the  ne,w  Mississippi/  #3),  also  slated  to  begin  Jan,  1, 
Colorado  partnership  pact  with  1996.  Tom  Warrington  (left),  a 
Rex'  Yancey  (center),  outgoing  Mississippi  native  serving  in  the 
president  of  the  Mississippi  Bap-  Volunteers  in  Missions  Depart- 
tist  Convention,  and  Bill  Causey,  ment  of  the  Southern  Baptist  For- 
MBCB  executive  director-treasur-  eign  Mission  Board  (FMB)  in 
er.  The  three-year  Mississippi/Col-  Richmond,  Va.,  signed  the  docu¬ 
ment,  along  with  Hipolito  Avila 
(second  from  left),  president  of  the 
Venezuela  Baptist  Convention. 
Dickie  Nelson  (second  from 
right),  president  of  FMB’s 

^  4  Venezuela  Baptist  Mission  in 

Caracas,  served  as  interpreter  for 
Avila. 

A  group  of  Mississippi  associa- 
tional  directors  of  missions  (photo 
.#4)  returned  Nov.  13  from  a  pre- 
partnership  trip  to  Venezuela, 
where  they  conducted  evangelistic 
activities.  Directors  of  missions 
and  their  associations  include 
(from  left)  Bill  Duncan,  Golden 

■  Triangle  Missions;  Bobby  Wag¬ 
goner,  Attala;  Don  Stanfill,  Mar¬ 
shall/Lafayette;  Walter  Ballard, 
Panola;  Joe  Abel,  Leake;  Eddie 
Hamilton,  Metro;  Don  Wilson. 
MBCB  director  of  missions  exten¬ 
sion  and  association  administra¬ 
tion;  and  Bill  Smith,  Lee. 

Fqr  information  on  partnership 
missions,  contact  Bill  Hardy  at 
P  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone: (601) 
968-3800.  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)748-1651. 
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Okla.  speaker  urges  moderates 
to  look  beyond  past  SBC  battles 


NORMAN,  Okla.  (ABP)  — 
Some,  moderates  have  become 
obsessed  with  losing  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  because 
they  idolized  it,  speaker  Ken 
Chiftp  told  a  Nov.  3-4  gathering  in 
Nofs^an,  Okla. 

jtiJ'After  a  decade  of  political 
infighting,  moderates  should  now 
tura'tO'Cnanneling  their  energies  in 
positive  ways,  said  Chafin,  a 
^  retired  seminary  professor  and  pas- 
'.  tor  from  Louisville,  Ky.  He  spoke 
to  the  getyeral  assembly  of  the 
Cooperating  Baptist  Fellowship 
(affiliated  with  the  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellowship,  the  national 
organization  of  moderate  Baptists) 
of  Oklahoma. 

Chafin  said. moderates  should 
not  forget  their  past  but  should 
refuse  “to  be  held  captive  by  our 
past.’’  He  urged  moderates  “not  to 
be  trapped  in  yesterdays,  but  to 
somehow  find  Christ  and  a  new 
future.” 

In  business  of  the  meeting  at 
First  Church  in  Norman,  the  Okla¬ 


homa  Fellowship  presented  its  first 
Baptist  Heritage  Award  to  the  late 
Joe  Ingram.  Ingram  was  executive 
director  of  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Oklahoma  from 
1971-86. 

The  group  also  elected  Bill 
Johnson,  pastor  of  Northwest 
Church  in  Ardmore,  as  moderator. 

Theologian  Bill  Hendricks  said 
part  of  the  Baptist  debate  over  the 
years  has  been  over  freedom  to 
determine  the  nature  of  truth. 

Truth  is  more  than  personal 
experience  and  ponderous  doc¬ 
trine,  said  Hendricks,  who  soon 
will  start  a  Baptist  studies  program 
at  Texas  Christian  University’s 
Brite  Divinity  School  in  Fort 
Worth. 

Kentucky  Baptist  editor  Marv 
Knox  emphasized  the  need  for 
truth-telling  in  the  denominational 
press. 

“Truth  —  accurate  informa¬ 
tion...  —  fuels  the  engine  of 
democracy,”  Knox  said.  “In  a 
democratic  denomination,  integrity 


Grandson  of  SBC  leader 
Jimmy  Allen  dies  Nov.  10 


DALLAS  (ABP)  —  Matthew 
Allen,  grandson  of  former  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
leader  Jimmy  Allen,  died  Nov.  10 
after  a  lifelong  battle  with  AIDS. 
He  was  13. 

Jimmy  Allen,  who  formerly  led 
the  SBC’s  Radio  and  Television 
Commission  and  was  SBC  presi¬ 
dent  in  1978-79,  detailed  his  fami¬ 
ly’s  struggle  with  AIDS  in  a  new 
book.  Burden  of  a  Secret:  A 
Story  of  Truth  and  Mercy  in  the 
Face  of  AIDS. 

Matt  contracted  the  HIV  virus 
that  causes  AIDS  from  a  tainted 
blood  transfusion  given  to  his 
mother  hours  before  his  birth. 
Before  Matt's  mother  Lydia  dis¬ 
covered  she  had  the  virus,  she  had 


another  son  Bryan,  who  died  in 
infancy  in  1986.  Lydia  died  from 
AIDS  in  1992. 

Matt’s  father  Scott  wasn’t  infect¬ 
ed,  but  was  fired  as  minister  of  edu¬ 
cation  at  First  Christian  Church  in 
Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  when  he 
told  his  pastor  about  his  family. 
Matt  was  kicked  out  of  the  church’s 
day-care  center.  The  family  was 
sent  looking  for  a  new  church. 

They  moved  to  Dallas,  where  a 
string  of  churches  refused  to  accept 
Matt  in  their  Sunday  Schools 
because  of  fear  and  prejudice  about 
AIDS. 

Jimmy  Allen  said  he  wrote  the 
book  because  a  decade  after  his 
family’s  crisis  began,  churches  are 
still  shunning  people  with  AIDS. 


Foundation  matters 

Sob  Ross  (left),  member  of  First  Church,  Columbus,  and  a  Mississippi 

!T.  .  —  A..'.  .  »  n  i _ ii _ ii 


depends  on  truth-telling.” 

Knox  said  over  the  years, 
Southern  Baptist  leaders  generally 
allowed  their  journalists  to  report 
freely  on  denominational  affairs. 
However,  “with  few  exceptions, 
the  Southern  Baptist  news  opera¬ 
tion  was  a  company  store,”  he  said. 
“And  when  politics  overtook  the 
company  and  politicians  tended  the 
store,  freedom  and  truth-telling 
were  taken  off  the  shelf.” 


Members  of  the  worship  team  of  the  Temple  Church,  Hattiesburg, 

choir  performed  Oct.  30  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Pastor’s  Conference,  held 
prior  to  the  start  of  the  annual  Mississippi  Baptist -Convention  meeting. 
Temple's  pastor,  Dean  Register,  served  as  the  1995  president  of  the  pas¬ 
tor’s  conference.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


wfptist  Foundation  trustee,  talks  with  Jane  Newell  (center),  administrative 
assistant  in  the  Foundation  office,  and  Frances  Brister,  member  of  Pine 
Lake  Church,  Rankin  Association,  at  the  Foundation  display  during  the 
1995  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  The  annual  session  was  held  Oct. 
I'Nov.  1  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


Is  Your 

Church  Covered? 


Workers 

Compensation 


Professional 

Counseling 

w 


Planned  protection  takes  care 
of  unplanned  losses.  That’s  why 
every  church  needs  the  financial 
security  a  quality  property  and 
casualty  program  offers.  Preferred 
Risk  Mutual  Insurance  Company 
has  been  serving  the  church 
community  for  more  than  45 
years,  and  can  provide  your 
church  extensive  protection  from 
unplanned  losses. 


If  you  have  questions  about 
your  church’s  coverage,  call 
Preferred  Risk’s  hotline  number 
at:  1-800-321-5754. 


ANNUITY  BOARD 

OP  Til  SOUTHERN 
■  AFT1IT  CONVENTION 

2401  Cedar  Springs  Rd.  P.O.  Box  2190 
Dallas.  TX  75221-2190 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear.  proclaim  upon  the  housetops.  Matthew  1027  NAS 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication 


November  16,  1995 


East  to  West  in  concert 
Thursday,  Dec.  28,  7 :45  p.m 


East  to  West  was  nominated  for 
"New  Artist  of  the  Year," 
American  Christian  Music 
Awards.  They  are  a  duo  with  a 
name  as  old  as  the  Psalms  and  a 
sound  that's  strictly  state-of-the- 
art  pop.  Jay  DeMarcus  and  Neal 
Coomer  deliver  strong  Christ- 
centered  messages  put  to  irre¬ 
sistibly  hooky  pop  music. 


Bill  Jones ,  speaker,  serves  as 
executive  director  of  Crossover 
Communications  International,  a 
missions  organization  based  in 
Columbia,  S.C.  He  ministers  to 
thousands  of  people  each  year 
through  his  speaking  and  more 
than  a  dozen  books. 


Images  Creative  Croup  is  a  trio  of 
three  uniquely  diverse  individuals 
who  combine  comedy,  drama, 
and  music  to  portray  Biblical 
principles  with  a  contemporary 
twist.  Images  will  also  be  leading 


Calvary  BC 
Tupelo 


Colonial  Hills  BC. 
Southaven 


Second  Baptist, 
Greenville 


FBC.  Columbus 


FBC.  Vicksburg 
Calvary  BC, 
Jackson 


Poplar  Springs 
Drive  BC 
Meridian 


Alta  Woods  BC 
Jackson 


FBC.  McCcmb 


FBC  Hattiesburg 
FBC.  Laurel 


Fisher 


FBC  Gultport 


Let*  '  December  1-14 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.  O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •‘Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 


1 996  Area  Keyboard 
Festival  Locations 


for  Mississippi 
missionariesat  work 
around  the  wo dd 


OOPS!!  Please  note  the  area  3 
Keyboard  Festival  will  be  held  at  Second 
Baptist  Church,  Greenville,  T407-  East  Reed 
Road,  Saturday,  January  27,  1996, 

9:30  a.m.  -  noon. 


Start  Mapping  Your  Route! 


for  Jason  Hendricks, 
MK  in  Costa  Rica,  as 
he  decides  where  the 
Lord  wants  him  to 
attend  college 


for  Christmas  music 
programs  in 
Mississippi  Baptist 
churches 


for  Southern  Baptists' 
involvement  with 
prayer  and  financial 
support  through  the 
Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering 


for  retired  missionar¬ 
ies  living  and 
ministering  in 
Mississippi 


for  Betty  Hart, 
Mississippi  mission¬ 
ary,  as  she  works  with 
new  ministry  in  a  fish¬ 
ing  village  in  Chile 


for  church-wide 
participation  in  Week 
of  Prayer 


for  leaders  of  the 
Foreign  Mission 
Board 


for  college  students 
who  are  preparing  for 
first  semester 
examinations 


for  harried  workers  in 
department  stores  and 
other  businesses 


for  children  who  hear 
the  story  of  Jesus  for 
the  first  time  this 
year 


for  Mississippi 
partnerships  with 
Honduras,  Venezuela 
and  Colorado 


for  safe  travel  of 
college  students  going 
home  for  the  holidays 


for  pastors  who 
continue  to  minister 
in  spite  of  personal 
difficulties  jSr 


♦  Finances:  There  is  no  charge  for  the  conference.  (You  will  be  on  your  own  for  meals.) 

♦  Keynote  Speakers:  Julie  Bloss,  legal  counsel  for  the  Annuity  Board  of  SBC,  Dallas; 
Hal  Fisher,  director,  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation,  Jackson 


1996  CHURCH  BUgNESS  ADMINISTRATORS 

COHERENCES 

“Employment- Related  Legal  Issues” 


Purpose:  To  deal  with  issues  concerning  church  employment  practices  -  risks,  regulations,  and 
guidelines.  To  offer  information  on  financial  planning  and  investments.  '  " 

•e  H 

Target  Audience:  Church  Business  Administrators,  Church  Staff,  Personnel  Committee 
Members,  Financial  Committee  Members. 


For  further  information,  contact:  Julius  Thompson.  800-748-1651 ,  (in  Jackson)  968-3800. 


JANUARY  23,  1996 
First  Baptist  Church,  Grenada 
741  Line  Street 

■  ♦♦♦ 


JANUARY  24,  1996 
First  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesbu 
510  W.  Pine  Street 

♦♦♦ 

JANUARY  25,  1996 
Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 
787  E.  Northside  Drive,  Jackson 


State  Youth(^) 


For  over  31  years  Baptists  in  Mississippi  have  enjoyed  sending 
new  suits  to  the  pastors  in  new  work  areas.  This  is  our  way  of 
letting  the  pastors  in  these  areas  of  Southern  Baptist  life  know 

-  that  we  care  about  and  support  them  in  their  work. 

• 

Mississippi  Baptists  say 

“Merry  Christmas  " 

to  Pastors  in 

Alaska,  Iowa,  and  Minnesota  -  W  isconsin  • 

Cost  $  1 30  per  suit 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO: 

Baptist  Men's  groups,  individuals,  churches, 
etc.,  can  send  their  gifts  payable  to: 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  BOARD 
Attention:  Brotherhood  Department. 

P.O,  Box  530 

Jackson.  MS  39205-053Q 


Designate  on  your  check:  Suit  Project 

Sponsored  by  the  Brotherhood  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


FEBRUARY 

1  FBC,  Biloxi  —  5-8  pm 

2  Central  BC,  McComb  —  5-8  pm 

3  University  BC,  Hattiesburg  —  9  am-2  pm 
1 3  Baptist  Building,  Jackson  —  5-8  pm 

22  FBC,  Greenwood  —  5-8  pm 

26  North  Oxford  BC,  Oxford  —  5-8  pm 

27  Harrisburg  BC,  Tupelo  —  5-8  pm 

29  Emmanuel  BC,  Columbus  —  5-8  pm 


•BLUE  MOUNTAIN  COLLEGE 
FEBRUARY  17,1996 

Time:  1 1 :30  a.m.  (program  begins) 

Ballgame:  $7.50  per  person 

(includes  program,  limited  insurance,  supper,  and  the  game) 
Deadline:  February  12,  1996 


Limited  seating 


•WILLIAM  CAREY  COLLEGE 

IANUARY27,  1996 

Time:  3:00  p.m.  (program  begins) 

Ballgame:  5:00  p.m. 

Cost:  $7.50  per  person 

(includes  program,  limited  insurance,  supper,  and  the  game) 
Deadline:  lanuary  22,  1996 


School  Choice  tor  GA/Acteens  Day 
Name  of  Church  _ „ _ 


Association 


Leader  Name  (Person  sending  registration) 


Address 


Daytime  Phone  Number _ _ _ _ _ •. — i 

Church  Phone  Number _ _ _ - — 

Amount  Enclosed:  $7.50  x  # _ =$ _ 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to:  Woman's  Missionary  Union) 
Mail  to: 

(School  Above) 


•MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 

FEBRUARY  17,  1996 

Time:  3:30  p.m.  Iprogram  begins) 

Ballgame:  5:45  p.m. 

Cost:  $7.50  per  person 

(includes  program,  limited  insurance,  supper,  and  the  game) 
Deadline:  February  12,  1996 


MARCH 

2  Baptist  Building,  Jackson  —  9  am-2  pm 
(instrumental  audition  on  this  date,  also) 


GA/Acteens  Day  at 


Womans'sIMissionary  Union 
P.O.  Box  530 
lackson,  MS  39205 


Auditions  will  include: 

•  A  solo  (no  tapes) 

•  Sightreading 

•  Tonal  Memory 

•  Singing  their  voice  part  from  a  hymn 


Audition  Fee :  $3.00^>er  person 
Registration  Deadline:  One  week  prior  to 
audition 


Contact  the  Church  Music  Department  for 
further  details  on  these  auditions. 


mission  ©(PPcmyNmiss 

HONDURAS— 

VENEZUELA— 

Date:  lanuary  8-1 2.1996  ^ 

Date:  June  15-28.1996 

Place:  Bagope  Baptist  Camp 

Place:  Rubio,  Venezuela 

What:  GA  &  RA  Camp 

What:  Mission  Meeting 

Need:  Team  of  Tour  persons  to  direct  craft  time 

Need:  Team  of  14  people  to  lead  VBS  for  MKs 

for  200,  three  to  four  hours  each  day 

Cost:  5 1,200.00  (includes  airfare  from  Jackson, 

Cost:  $660.00  I includes  airfare  from  New 

Orleans,  housing,  meals,  and  local 

housing,  meals ,  and  local  transportation) 

transportation)  , 

If  interested,  please  contact  Jan  Cossitt,  WMU 
Consultant,  1  -800-748- 1651  or  in  Jackson, 

(6 01)  968-3800. 

member’s  Resou 

'^rrj  Garner  and  Tonv  Ifr 


Equip  your  people  to  know  and  use 
their  spiritual  gifts. 


OLYMPICS: 

WMU  SPECIAL  PROJECT 


Will  your  church  /  >  f  \ 

WMU  help  pro-  (  J 

vide  15,000  hospi-  \X/^¥^ vA*/ 
tality  bags  for  the  '96  ^  y 

Olympics?. The  goal  is  to 
have  every  WMU  member  involved.  Set  a  goal 
and  get  together  for  a  fellowship  of  "stuffing  the 
bags."  Let's  welcome  the  world  to  Athens,  j 
Georgia. 

talk  with  your  church  staff  and  enlist  their  sup¬ 
port  for  participation  in  the  Olympic  project.  Set 
a  goal  for  the  number  of  bags  you  will  provide. 
Publicize  the  project  and  enlist  church-wide  par¬ 
ticipation  by  delegating  responsibilities  for  items  j 
to  be  collected. 

Each  bag  should  include  five  items  from  the  fol¬ 
lowing  list:  Band-Aids,  sunscreen,  peanuts, 
mints,  personal  packs  of  tissue,  moist  towelettes, 
granola  bars,  or  lip  balm.  Remember  to  check  j 
the  expiration  date  on  food  items.  Products  must 
be  good  through  August  1 996. 

If  you  wish  to  include  a  tract  or  scripture  portion, 
AIM  '96  recommends  the  use  of  the  official; 
S  Olympics  tract,  "Interactive  Pocket  Guide  '96,"  s 
|  which  may  be  ordered  from  the  Home  Mission  I 
|  Board, 1 -800-634-2462.  This  is  a  priced  item. 
You  are  not  required  to  include  a  tract;  on-site 
volunteers  will  be  available  for  distributing  this 
1  guide  or  New  Testaments,  if  they  are  not  in  the 
j  hospitality  bags. 

Collected  items  are  to  be  placed  in  special 
imprinted  drawstring  bags  available  from 
Mississippi  WMU  for  10  cents  each.  Send  10 
’cents  per  bag  (one  check  made  payable  to 
Mississippi  WMU,  designated  '96  Hospitality 
j  Bags).  Orders,  along  with  payment,  are  being 
accepted  now.  The  bags  should  arrive  around 
!  January  1 . 

Begin  collecting  items  and  when  your  bags 
arrive,  fill  them  with  five  of  the  eight  items  you 
have  collected.  If  you  have  a  volunteer  group 
|  going  to  Athens,  please  take  the  bags  with  you.  If 
you  are  not  going,  mail  the  filled  bags  to:  WMU, 
515  Mississippi  Street,  Jackson,  MS  39201,  Attn: 
j  Ian  Cossitt.  The  bags  will  be  transported  to 
j  Athens  in  July. 


This  new  eight-session  study  will 
help  your  people  discover  their  spiri 
tual  gift(s}and  learn  how  to  use 
them  in  the  church. 


Larry  Garner  has  written  an 
easy  to  use  member 's  piece  suited 
to  use  in  our  churches  today. 


A  leader's  guide  is  also  avail¬ 
able  with  overhead  CEL  masters 
included  to  make  this  an  easy  to 
use’ unit  of  study  in  Discipleship 
Training  or  whenever  a  group  of 
adults  (or  youth)  can  be  brought 
together. 


Order  from  Discipleship 
and  Family  Ministry 
Department ,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


“ Anyone  serious  about  discipleship  and 
church  growth  must  consider  this  very 
practical  new  resource.  I  highly  recommend 
Gifts  of  Grace— it  is  excellent.  ” 

-Jimmy  Porter,  Pastor,  First  Baptist  Church 

McComb 


Gifts  of  GRACE 

Order  Form  — - 


Price/each  Total  of  Items 


Quantity  Product 


Gifts  of  Grace  Member ’s  Resource 


Gifts  of  Grace  Leader's  Guide 


Name: _ 

Address:  _ 

Daxtime  Phone 


Amount  Enclosed 


Return  to:  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Dept.,  P  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


Custom  Church 
Interiors,  Inc. 


1-800  654  1294 

Jackson.  MS  601-957-8844 


Names  in  the  News 


Just  for  the  Record 


Roger  Waller  is  available  for  a  rence.  After  he  retired,  he  served 
l-time  pastorate.  He  prefers  a  in  13  interim  pastorates.  His  wife 
all  church  of  about  35-40  mem-  ,  of  61  years,  Frances  passed  away  Families  in  Central  Mississip-  address  of  the  church  is  1040 
■s.  Waller  can  be  contacted  at  Rt.  in  October  at  age  82.  P»  have  an  opportunity  to  hear  a  Wansley  Rd.,  Laurel,  MS  39440. 

Box  20,  Forest,  MS  39074.  .  new  language,  taste  another  cul- 

MLssissippi  College  has  named  ture’  a°d  tnake  lifelong  friends  by 
James  C.  Madison  of  Benjamin  M.  McKibbens  of  Har-  hosting  a  Youth  For  Understand- 
chran,  Ga.,  has  been  honored  lingen,  Texas,  W.  Rory  Lee  of  *ng  (YFU)  international  exchange 
his  children  and  his  churches  Clinton,  and  Charles  R.  Cannon  student.  Patsy  Culpepper,  local 
er  51  years  in  the  ministry.  He  of  Brandon  to  its  Order  of  the  YFU  volunteer,  seeks  a  family  to 
stored  17  churches  during  his  Golden  Arrow  for  1 995.  The  award  host  Carolina,  a  teenager  from 
nistry,  including  Glenfield  honors  graduates  of  Mississippi  Argentina.  She  will  arrive  in  Janu- 
mrch,  New  Albany;  Cross  College  who  have  excelled  in  their  ary  to  spend  about  six  months  with 
iads  Church,  Pelahatchie;  and  professions  while  displaying  loyal-  her  host  family.  Call  Patsy 
wntain  Creek  Church  near  Flo-  ty  to  and  support  of  the  college.  Culpepper  at  (601 )  693-6757  or 

the  YFU  Regional  Office  at  (800) 

8720200 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  — 
Anyone  considering  becoming  a 
US-2  home  missionary  in  1996 
must  request  an  application  by  Fri¬ 
day,  Nov.  17,  to  be  considered. 
The  US-2  program  assigns  college 
graduates  in  their  20s  to  two-year 
home  missions  assignments  for 
evangelism,  church  starting,  and 
ministry.  The  Home  Mission 
Board  has  25  vacant  US-2  posi¬ 
tions  for  service  starting  Aug.  15, 
1996.  Applications  are  due  back  to 
Petal-Harvey  Church,  Petalj  the  board  by  Dec.  1.  Group  inter¬ 
im  oversubscribed  to  its  budget  views  will  be. in  Atlanta  Feb.  2-4. 
for  the  ninth  consecutive  year.  The  More  information  is  available 
1996  budget  called  for  $487,664  from  the  Home  Mission  Board  at 
and  416  members  turned  in  com-  1-800-HMB-VOLS. 
mitment  cards  that  pledged  - 

$490,932.  Fourteen  percent  of  the  The  Mississippi  College 
budget  will  go  to  the  Cooperative  Chamber  Choir,  which  per- 
Program.  lone  Bond  is  director  of  'formed  in  June  at  Carnegie  Hall  in 
the  Forward  Program  of  Church  New  York,  has  been  singled  out 
Finance.  Gerald  P.  Buckley  is  pas-  for  yet  another  honor  —  to -sing 
tor.  -  •  before  some  of  the  nation’s  finest 

choral  directors.  The  group  will  be 
The  First  Southern  Baptist  performing  on  Feb.  29,  1996,  at 
Church,  Hawthorne,  Nev.,  is  the  Southern  Division  Convention 
accepting  resumes  for  full-time  of  the  American  Choral  Directors 
staff  position  of  youth  ministry  Association  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  one 
and  mission  pastor.  Respond  in  of  only  two  college  choirs  from 
writing  to  ATT:  Gary  Wallis,  Mississippi  chosen  for  the  honor 
chairman.  Search  Committee,  First  -from  more  than  60  choirs  in  an 
Southern  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  eight-state  region. 

Box  1364,  Hawthorne,  NV  89415. 

Revival 
Dates 


Old  Vicksburg  Road  (for¬ 
merly  Cherry  Park),  Clinton: 

Nov.  19;  10  a.m.-2  p.m.;  Obadiah 
and  the  Gospel  Messengers, 
guest  quartets;  Benton  Preston, 
pastor. 

Fairview,  Indianola:  Nov.  19; 
122nd  anniversary;  Sunday 
School,  9:45  a.m.;  worship. 


10:55;  covered  dish  dinner  in 
Redding  Hall;  Bob  Trotter,  pas¬ 
tor,  message;  George  Lipe,  music. 

Jericho,  Baldwyn:  115th 
anniversary;  Nov.  19;  beginning 
10:50  a.m.;  Jeff  Gann,  guest 
speaker;-  lunch  following  service; 
Master’s  mission  offering  will  be 
taken;  Neil  Davis,  pastor. 


The  Mississippi  College  Opera 
Workshop,  including  members 
(from  left)  Beth  Jones,  Jennifer 
Greenhaw,  and  Carla  Parker,  will 
present  a  recital  of  opera  scenes  on 
Nov.  17  at  8:15  p.m.  in  Aven  Fine 
Arts  Auditorium  on  campus.  Tick¬ 
ets  (students,  $2;  adults,  $5)  are 
available  from  the  Music  Depart¬ 
ment  and  at  the  door.  The  Opera 
Workshop  is  directed  by  Chandler 
Thompson,  assistant  professor  of 
music.  For  more  information,  call 
the  Music  Department  at  (601) 
925-3230. 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-615-371-6180 


J.A.  Bryant, 
former  pastor, 
dies  at  80 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 


West  Gulfport  Church,  Gulf 
Coast  Association,  held  a  Spiritual 
Renewal  Weekend  on  Oct.  14. 
Evangelist  Ira  C.  Salyers,  Old  Ship 
of  Zion  Ministries,  Hattiesburg, 
was  guest  speaker.  The  music  was 
led  by  Frances  Buckley,  music 
director,  West  Gulfport  Church. 
Grady  J.  Poss  is  pastor. 

Magnolia  Church,  Laurel,  is 

planning  a  homecoming-spring 
revival  in  March  1996.  The  church 
is  in  search  of  names  and  address¬ 
es  of  former  members.  The 


RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract 
advertising,  include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count. 
No  blind  ads. 


James  Arlis  Bryant,  80.  died  of 
heart  failure  Nov.  7  at  Hillcrest 
Hospital  in  Calhoun  City. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
Nov.  9  at  Parker  Memorial  Funer¬ 
al  Home  Chapel.  Burial  followed 
in  the  cemetery  of  Rocky  Mount 
Church,  where  Bryant  was  a 
member. 

The  retired  Baptist  minister 
pastored  churches  in  Mississippi 
and  Louisiana  for  46  years.  He 
was  a  graduate  of  Clarke  College 
and  Mississippi  College. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Bir¬ 
ds  of  Bruce;  daughter  Mary  Burt 
of  Newton;  sons  A.B.  of  Fayet¬ 
teville,  N.C.,  Lowell  of  Canton, 
James  of  Dallas,  and  Paul  of 
Bells,  Tenn.;  brothers  Selma  of 
Bruce,  Victor  of  Calhoun  City, 
and  Hollis  of  P-ittsboro;  sisters 
Corinne  Crocker  of  Bruce,  Marie 
Bloods  worth  of  Scobey,  and  Gar- 
neita  Murphee  of  Cdldwater;  1 1 
grandchildren;  and  four  great 
grandchildren. 

Bryant  was- preceded  in  death 
by  a  son  and  a  brother. 


Eureka  (Rankin):  Nov.  19-22; 
Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  5:30  p.m.; 
Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  James  E. 
Pugh,  Century,  Fla.,  evangelist; 
A.J.  Stewart,  pastor. 

Calvary,  New  Augusta:  Nov. 
19-22;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  worship, 
covered  dish  dinner  on  the 
grounds,  no  night  service;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Bill  Nobles,  evange¬ 
list;  Edward  Jordan,  music;  Clay 
Ingram,  pastor. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doers, 
theater  seats. 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  styie  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  tolder. 

‘Internationally  known  specialists’ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  305-C  —  Greenwood,  Miaa.  38930 


ALL  NEW  CHAMPION  CRUSADER 

14  Passenger  Full  Size  Bus 
NO  CDL  REQUIRED 

Bus  Supply  Company 

Hwy.  98  East 

84-2900  McComb,  MS  1-800-748-8681 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


YOUTH  GROUPS  NEEDED  in 

New  Orleans,  Branson,  Atlanta, 
Orlando,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia, 
Buffalo,  for  1996  summer  mission 


Uniform 

Help  wanted 


Bible  Book  Life  and  Work 

Study  leads  to  repentance  Job:  Profile  in  integrity 


By  Andy  Brasher 
Acts  15,  16 


By  Larry  McDonald 
Nehemiah  8,  9, 10 


It  seems  like  yesterday  that  1  was  searching  the  “help 
wanted”  ads  in  the  local  Memphis  paper  seeking  gainful 
employment.  Like  many  college  graduates.  I  had  no  expe¬ 
rience,  no  specialized  training,  didn’t  have  a  clue  what  I 
really  wanted  to  do,  but  was  more  than  willing  to  work  for 
my  keep. 

My  major  had  been  political  science  and  socio-eco¬ 
nomics.  To  put  it  simply,  I  could  do  a  little  of  anything, 
but  nothing  in  particular.  I  needed  help  and  someone  to 
want  me  —  bad! 

My  father,  being  much  wiser  than  I,  suggested  that  1 
should  seek  help  instead  of  waiting  for  it.  In  a  few  weeks, 

I  had  landed  the  perfect  job.  That  experience  taught  me  to  „ 
first  seek,  and  then  God  would  provide.  That  has  been  my 
philosophy  ever  since. 

In  the  service  of  C5?ist,  this  philosophy  seems  to  be 
true  as  well.  For  those  who  seek  him,  God  will  help  you 
find  a  position  of  service.  The  proclamation  of  the  gospel 
needs  a  lot  of  help.  There  are  positions  available,  but  first 
you  must  seek  him.  Finally,  God  can  use  anyone.  There 
are  no  employment  prerequisites  for  his  service,  just  the 
willingness  to  work. 

In  this  week’s  lesson,  Paul  preaches  “help  wanted." 

Paul’s  split  with  Barnabas  (15:36-41).  Christians  are 
not  immune  to  differences.  These  differences  can  even 
cause  friends  to  part  company,  especially  when  it  concerns 
personnel  considerations. 

This  was  definitely  the  case  with  the  separation  of  Paul 
and  Barnabas  over  their  sidekick  John  Mark.  Since  John 
Mark  had  deserted  them  on  their  last  journey jj’ajil  refused 
to  employ  his  services  again.  -• 

Barnabas  contested  Paul’s  stubbornness,  and  took  John 
Mark  with  him.  Subsequently,  Paul  chose  Silas,  a  leader  in 
the  Antioch  church.  Even  though  the  two  had  parted  com¬ 
pany,  the  gospel  message  was  enriched  by  the  two-prong 
missionary  attack  instead  of  the  previous  one. 

God  turned  something  potentially  ugly  into  a  situation 
that  produced  the  possibility  of  blessings  to  those  who 
were  lost. 

Timothy  added  to  the  team  (16:1-5).  In  the  city  of 
Lystra,  province  of  Galatia,  Paul  asked  young  Timothy  to 
respond  to  his  “help  wanted.”  Timothy  was  raised  as  a 
Jew  by  his  mother  and  grandmother,  but  was  half  Greek 
on  his  father's  side. 

His  reputation  was  excellent  throughout  the  area,  and 
evidently  Timothy  was  seeking  a  position  of  service  in  the 
faith  and  responded  to  Paul’s  request  for  help.  After  his 
circumcision,  Timothy  accompanied  Paul  and  Silas  on 
their  journey. 

Paul’s  vision  (16:6-10).  In  Troas,  Paul  had  a  vision  or 
a  dream  of  a  man  residing  in  Macedonia,  who  was  calling 
and  begging  him  to  come  and  preach  the  gospel  to  them. 
Having  been  silenced  by  the  Spirit  in  Asia,  Paul  recog¬ 
nized  the  calling  of  the  Spirit  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the 
Macedonians.  , 

Lydia’s  conversion  (16:15).  In  Philippi,  Paul  went  out 
on  the  Sabbath,  outside  the  city  by  the  water’s  edge,  and 
preached  the  gospel  to  a  number  of  women  who  had  gath¬ 
ered  there.  One  of  the  women,  Lydia,  a  wealthy  trader  of 
purple  linen,  believed  in  Paul’s  message,  responded  to  the 
“help  wanted,”  and  invited  the  missionaries  into  her  home. 
The  first  church  in  Europe  was  established. 

Exorcism  of  slave  girl  and  jailer’s  conversion 
(16:16-34).  At  Philippi,  Paul  exorcised  a  demon  out  of  a 
slave  girl.  The  demon  within  her  allowed  her  to  tell  for¬ 
tunes.  She  was  used  by  her  owners  for  profit.  After  the 
demon  had  been  repudiated,  the  owners  of  the  slave  girl 
brought  Paul  and  Silas  before  the  authorities  on  charges  of 
exciting  a  crowd  and  preaching  customs  unlawful  for 
Romans.  Paul  and  Barnabas  were  stripped,  beaten,  and 
thrown  into  prison. 

While  incarcerated,  their  faith  was  never  dampened. 
Their  allegiance  to  the  faith  and  the  events  surrounding  an 
earthquake  enticed  the  Philippian  jailer  and  later  his  fami¬ 
ly  to  believe  and  respond  to  the  Lord’s  “help  wanted  " 
invitation. 

Brasher  is  pastor  of  Como  Church,  Como. 


A  small  boy  dialed  “0"and  asked  the  operator  to  call  a 
number  for  him.  He  didn’t  speak  clearly,  so  she  couldn’t 
understand  him.  After  repeating  it  four  times,  he  blurted 
out,  “You  operators  are  dumb,”  and  slammed  down  the 
receiver. 

Hearing  this,  his  mother  was  shocked.  She  called  the 
operator  and  made  the  boy  apologize.  Later,  when  his 
mother  left  the  house,  the  lad  got  on  the  phone  again. 

"Is  this  the  same  operator  I  talked  to  a  little  while  ago?” 

.“Yes,”  came  the  reply. 

"Well,”  said  the  boy,  “I  still  think  you’re  dumb!” 

That  boy’s  apology  reminds  me  of  a  misStflg  element  „ 
in  the  lives  of  many  Christians  —  genuine  repentance. 
Facing  up  to  sin  is  often  forced  on  them  by  getting  caught 
-or  by  embarrassing  circumstances.  But  there’s  no  change 
of  mimk-no-new  action,  no  new  motivation. 

Donald  Grey  Bamhouse  told  of  a  Sunday  School 
teacher  who  once  asked  a  class  what  was  meant  by  the 
word  “repentance.”  A  little  boy  put  up  his  hand  and  said. 
“It  is  being  sorry  for  your  sins.”  A  little  girl  also  raised 
her  hand  and  said,  "It  is  being  sorry  enough  to  quit." 

In  many  circles  the  study  pf  God’s  Word  hasfijlleti 
upon  hard  times.  Some  like  to  share,  fellowship,  eat,  and 
even  sing  together  but  when  it  comes  to  good  ole’  Bible 
study,  many  are  not  interested. 

These  misinformed  people  do  not  realize  “the  law  of 
the  Lord  is  perfect,  reviving  the  soul”  (Ps.  19:7).  If  we  are 
to  have  revival  and  repentance  among  our  people,  a  key 
starting  place  is  the  study  of  God’s  Word. 

Ezra  stood  before  the  Jewish  people  and  read  from  the. 
Law  from  daybreak  until  noon  (8:3).  As  he  read  from  the 
Law,  he  also  made  it  clear  and  gave  the  meaning  "so  that 
people  could  understand  what  was  being  read”  (8:8). 

You  might  think  the  people  were  bored  by  this  long 
Bible  study  but  the  opposite  was  true.  The  people  lifted 
their  hands  and  said,  "Amen!  Amen!”  “Then  they  bowed 
down  and  worshiped  the  Lord  with  their  faces  to  the 
ground”  (8:6). 

It  is  amazing  what  happens  when  God’s  Word  is  taught 
and  understood.  The  Jewish  people  responded  to  God’s 
Word  by  confessing  and  repenting  of  their  sins.  They 
mourned  the  fact  of  their  ungodliness  by  fasting,  wearing 
sackcloth,  and  having  dust  on  their  heads  (9: 1 ).  They 
stood  and  spent  a  quarter  of  the  day  in  confession  of  the'ir 
sins  and  worshiping  God  (9:2-3).  -  ' 

This  repentance  did  not  stop  with  just  a  “sorry”  for 
their  sins.  It  led  them  to  commit  to  renewing. the  covenant 
with  God.  This  renewal  was  not  just  a  private  commit¬ 
ment  made  in  one’s  heart.  It  was  put  into  writing  and  the 
leaders  even  affixed  their  seal  lo  it  (9:38).  Irj  fhapter  1 0,  , 
there  is  a  list  of  all  the'tmes  who  sealed  it. 

It  has  been  said  that  biblical  repentance  reestablishes' 
credibility  with  the  world  and  fellowship  with  the  Lord. 
The  seven  "whats"  of  2  Corinthians  7: 1 1  are  seven  marks 
of  godly  sorrow: 

—  Earnestness  to  do  right; 

••  ■  —  Eagerness  to  clear  oneself  through  apology; 

—  Indignation  against  sin; 

—  Fear  of  God; 

—  Intense  desire  to  see  right  accomplished; 

—  Zeal  to  correct  what’s  wrong; 

—  Readiness  to  see  that  wrongdoing  be  dealt  with. 

For  Christians,  repentance  is  an  attitude  of  life.  Daily 
we  ask  God’s  Spirit  to  show  us  our  sin.  Then  we  work  on 
overcoming  it.  May  the  ingredient  of  “godly  sorrow” 
never  be  missing  from  our  lives! 

McDonald  is  pastor  of  Castlewoods  Church, 
Brandon. 


By  Bob  Rogers 
Job  1-2,  6,  27 


Have  you  ever  given  a  store  clerk  cash  for  a  purchase 
and  he  or  she  gave  you  too  much  change?  What  did  you 
do?  Many  people  would  think  nothing  of  keeping  an  extra 
quarter,  but  by  doing  so  they  are  selling  their  integrity  for 
25  cents. 

Job  was  a  man  of  God  who  would  not  give  up  his  integri¬ 
ty  at  any  price.  Chapters  1  and  2  of  thelbook  of  Job  tell  the 
story  of  how  Satan  appeared  before  Godjand  challenged  the 
integrity  of  Job. 

The  Hebrew  word  satan  means  “adversary”  or  “accuser.” 
The  accuser  came  before  the  Lord,  but  the  Lord  was  the  one 
who  brought  up  Job  as  an  example  of  someone  he  could  not 
accuse:  “Have  you  considered  my  servant  Job?  There  is  no 
one  on  earth  like  him;  he  is  blameless  and  upright,  a  man 
who  fears  God  and  shuns  evil”  (1:8). 

Job  1 :8  defines  the  integrity  of  Job  with  four  specific 
terms: 

1)  Blameless.  The  Hebrew  word  means  complete,  thus 
giving  the  idea  of  a  well-rounded,  wholesome,  and  morally 
innocent  person. 

2)  Upright.  A  word  often  used  in  parallel  with  blameless 
(Ps.  25:31;  37:37;  Prov.  29:10),1it  means  a  straightforward  ( 
person,  loyal  to  his  agreements  and  without  moraldeviation. 

3)  Fears  God^  “Fear”  refers  to  a  sense  of  awe  more  than  a 
sense  of  terror  of  God.  While  others  were  flippant  and  casu¬ 
al  toward  God,  Job  was  reverent. 

4)  Shuns  evil.  The  natural  result  of  turning  toward  God  in 
reverence  is  to  turn  away  from  what  is  ungodly  (Prov.  16:6). 

Satan  challenged  Job’s  integrity  by  saying  that  he  was 
good  because  God  blessed  him.  “But  stretch  out  your  hand 
and  strike  everything  he  has,  and  he  will  surely  curse  you  to 
your  face”  (1:11). 

God  called  Satan’s  bluff  and  allowed  him  to  test  Job 
twice  (1:13-2: 10),  but  both  times  Job  did  not  sin  by  cursing 
God  ( 1 :22;  2: 10),  not  even  at  the  urging  of  his  wife:  "Are 
you  still  holding  on  to  your  integrity?  Curse  God  and  die!” 
(2:9).  Instead,  Job  uttercd-tfipse  famous  words:  “Naked  I 
came  from  my  mother’s  womb,  and  naked  I  wijl  depart.  The 
Lord  gave  and  the  Lord  has  taken  away;  may  ifie  name  of 
the  Lord  be  praised”  (1:21).  \  • 

It  ^difficult  for  us  to  understand  why  God  would  allow 
an  innocent  person  such  as  Job  to  suffer.  The  book  of  Job 
does  not  answer* this  dilemma,  but  it  gives  us  some  helpful 
principles. 

God  himself  is  not  the  one  who  sends  suffering  upon  us, 
but  he  does  allow  Satan  to  work.  Many  Christian  philoso¬ 
phers  feel  this  is  because  there  would  be  no  real  meaning  to 
human  freedom  if  Satan  had  no  influence  or  ability  to  tempt 
us  to  sin.  The  speeches  of  the  Lord  in  Job  38-41  teach  that 
this  question  is  too  great  for  us  to  understand  because  God  is 
far  greater  than  we  are. 

However,  we  do  know  that  Satan  is  kept  within  limita¬ 
tions  (1:12;  2:6),  that  God  is  able  to  bring  good  out  of  bad 
(Romans  8:28),  that  our  troubles  produce  character  (Romans 
5:3-4;  James  1 :2-4),  and  that  God  should  be  glorified 
through  our  suffering  (John  9:3). 

'  Through  it  all,  God  said  that  Job  “still  maintains  his 
integrity"  (2:3).  Job  was  then  forced  to  defend  his  integrity 
against  three  so-called  “friends"  who  took  the  false  position 
that  Job  suffered  because  of  his  sin.  In  Job  6:29,  Job  called 
on  his  friends  to  cease  their  accusations:  “Relent,  do  not  be 
unjust;  reconsider,  for  my  integrity  is  at  stake.” 

In  Job  27:5  Job  again  defended  himself,  telling  them:  "I 
will  never  admit  you  are  in  the  right;  till  I  die,  I  will  not 
deny  my  integrity.” 

Don’t  let  someone  tell  you  that  you  are  being  “too 
touchy"  when  you  defend  your  integrity  against  false 
accusers.  Your  integrity  is  worth  maintaining  and  defend¬ 
ing.  Job  did,  and  he  was  vindicated  in  the  end  (42:7). 

Questions  to  consider: 

If  you  were  a  judge,  would  you  excuse  your  best  friend 
from  a  DUI  charge?  Would  you  commit  adultery  for  a  mil¬ 
lion  dollars?  Would  you  lie  to  get  your  child  out  of  trouble? 
If  everybody  in  your  class  had  a  stolen  copy  of  the  upcom¬ 
ing  test,  would  you  refrain  from  studying  it? 

Whaf  price  do  you  put  on  your  integrity? 

Rogers  is  pastor  of  First  Church,  Poplarville. 
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Mr  A  Mrs.  James  L  Travis 
Oliver  Jaduoa 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Bill  C.  Walker 


Mr  A  Mrs  BUI  C.  Walker 
Charles  Graves 
Fkiclu  SS.  RaymomJ  BC 
Mrs.  Florence  Graves 
Trey  A  Willie  Priest 
Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Perry  Green 
Mr  A  Mrs  BUI  Barter 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Joha  D  Harper 
Mrs.  Roy  C  Hubbard 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  McRcc 
Mrs.  Kathryn  Embry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hayes  Branscomc 
Mrs  Katherine  D.  McEachin 


Mrs  Ebie  Holm 
WUKe  Martin  McBride 
Ms.  Elma  Heffner  ^ 

Ms.  Moselle  Zimmer 
The  anther  of  Bob  McCariey 
Jim  A  Sarah  Pilgnm 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  W.  McDarael 
Mr.  A  Mrs  William  C  Rogers 
Mr.  Buck  McKey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  Whittington 
Mrs.  LndMe  McKinley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dale  Moore 
Judy  McNeccc 
BUly  A  Linda  Owen 


Margaret  A  Andy  White 
Mr.  Harris  Peyton  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Loo  D  Pepper  Sr. 
Mrs.  John  B.  Easier 
HoUandaie  Baptist  Church 
Harris  Peyton,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lon  D  Pepper  Sr 
Mr.  Otis  Pierce 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wilton  Rogers 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


Ms.  Dorothy  Barnett 
Mrs.  Effie  Meeks 
Ms.  Iicla  W.  Graham 
Mrs  Edie  Williams 
Mr.  Sam  Melton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herman  W  Sanders 
Floyd  Meth  via 
Mrs.  Jean  S.  Moss 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Laurie  Mikefll  _ 
Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Mr.  Laurie  Mikcil 
Mr  A  Mrs  Kenneth  Earl  Lee 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  E.  Han  Jr. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Haptraaa 
Mrs  Fem  M.  Lyter 
Doric  De’  HMics,  Jr. 

Mrs.  RachdC.  Browning 
Howard  Hakes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  D.  S.  Bowering 
Clyde  T.  Hall,  Sr. 

Mr  A  Mrs.  T.  L  Curry 
Llayd  Hamilton 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ttsnmy  Mallory 

Mrs.  BIN  Pounds 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Balfour  M.  Lipscomb 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts 
of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium,  litis  feature 
is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mr  &  Mn  Bill  Blakely 


Minnie  Lee,  Leon  A  Faye  A 
Hester  Family 
Edwin  B.  King 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dudley  S.  Denison 
Mrs.  Atom  King 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Ray  Budjick 
Mrs.  Caricuc  King 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  G  Maskc 
Robert  L  Kiiuason 
Mrs.  Edwin  Bums 
Mr.  Biff  A  Son  Lampion 
W.  J.  A  Anna  Simmons 
Mr.  Gayle  Langley 
Mr  A  Mrs  T.  L.  Curry 
Mrs.  Anna  LmAford 
Mrs.  Robert  Cochran 
Mrs.  Annie  Lankford 
Ms  Violet  H  Lankford 


WoodviUc  Heights  Baptist  Chu 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Ariiss  Swindoll 


Mr  A  Mrs  B.  G  Crane 
Ralston  Mitchell 

Mr.  Walter  Bartec 
Graehcr  Brothers 
Mrs.  Velma  A  Family  Smart 
Mrs.  Nancy  Mixon 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Donald  K.  Robbins 
Mr.  Tally  P.  Mire 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  R.  Taylor 
Mr  W  N  Oliver  Jr 
WoodAa  ( Woodie)  Moffett 
Mr  A  Mn.  JLarry  Franklin 


AUG.  1f  1995- 
AUG.  31,1995 

HONORS 


Mn.  Nancy  Gomillion 

Sieve  Hard  age 

Mr  A  Mn.  Frank  O.  Kirby 
Marsha  Hardagc 
Zcla,  Dwain.  Will  A  Blake  Me  Beth 
Mrs.  Marilyn  Harrel 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bobby  Gann 
Molly  B.  Hartxog 
Rev.  A  Mn.  Harold  Harris 
Joe  Harvey 

James  A  Missy  Hutto  A  Family 
Tommy  Haskins 

Mrs  Mary  T  Smith 
Billy  Hatcher 
Dr.  Jack  Q.  Causey 
Mrs.  Lillie  Hatcher 
Mn.  Elizabeth  Hale  Hill 
Mrs.  Bcsde  Mae  Heath 
Mn.  Frances  B  West 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Hayes  Branscomc 
Mr  A  Mrs  John  G.  Hardy 
Mr.  Lie  B  Williams  Jr 
Mn.  Roy  C.  Hubbard 
Guy  P.  Hendrix 
Graehcr  Brothers.  Inc 
EL  Herrington 
Mn.  Elsie  G.  Bush 
Mr.  Alford  Herrington 
Mn  J  H  Hough 
Mrs.  Pearl  Hester 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  M.  L  Malone  Sr. 

Mn.  Lula  B.  High! 

Bcclah  A  Micky  West 
Lorine  C.  HiH 
Kitty  Hill  Brewer 
Mr.  Tommy  Hinton 
Mr  A  Mn  William  C  Wilson 
Guy  Hitt 

Mr  A  Mrs  Philip  H  West 
Mrs.  Sybil  Hodges 
Mr  A  Mrs  Trent  H  Hutcheson 
Baby  Deulin  Holley 
Mr  A  Mrs  D  S  B«»wcnng 
Mn.  RuUuc  Hollingsworth 
Ora  Baptist  Church 
Mary  Holmes 
Robert  A  Ada  Armstrong 
John  A  Lucille  Schmm 
Mrs.  Mary  Katherine  Howard 
Forest  Baptist  Church  .  • 

Christopher  Hubbs 
Mn  Sue  P  Davis 
Mrs.  Ward  Hudson 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Don  R.  Branch 

Colonel  A  Mrs  Henry  F  Martin 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Raymond  S.  Martin  Jr. 

Mn.  Alvin  E.  Scott 

Mn.  George  W.  Bourgeois 

Mrs.  Charles  Hooker 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Paul  N  Nielsen  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  Henry  Leonard  Wilson 
James  A  Item  Gamer 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Charles  L  Miller 
Louis  A  Beverly  Price 
Mr  A  Mn.  Henry  O.  Stewart 
Mr.  Pickett 
Mn.  J.  B.  Lewis 
Mr.  Toxey  Puckett 
Mr  A  Mrs  Charles  L  Miller 
Mrs.  Maxine  Quick 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Jerry  Johnson 
Mrs.  Inez  P.  Quin 
Mr  A  Mrs  Charles  A  Famil  Barnes 
Mr  A  Mn.  Craig  Haskins 
Mr  A  Mrs  Bobby  E.  A  Family  Pope 
Mrs.  Dolan  A.  (Alice  Faye)  Wallen 
Ms.  Courtney  Spinks 
Ms  Jean  Crow 
Mrs.  J.  C.  <  Attc)  Randle 
Judith  R  Brewer 
Mr  Ellis  E  Ran  ic 
Ms.  Catherine  Reed 
Mn  Fern  M  Lyter 
Mr.C.  D.  (Bud)  Reese  ^ 

Mr  A  Mrs  William  I  Peacock  Sr 
Seaborn  Reynolds 
Mr  Roger  L  Aderhtddt 
Scab  Reynolds.  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  John  Tallis  Hill 
Mr.  J.  D.  Reynolds 
Mr  A  Mn.  W  M  McEJroy 
Mrs.  Janette  Waddell  Richards 
Mrs  Dorothy  W  Shaw 
Mr.  W.  H.  Rider 
Roland  A  Gertrude  Me  Alexander 
Mrs.  Mary  Roberts 
Mr  A  Mrs  Frank  G«»wan 
Ms  Mary  Grace  McLcllan 
Mr.  Bernace  Roberts 
Mrs  Joyce  Hall 
Ms  Mary  Wiglcy  Roberts 
Mr  A  Mrs  Herman  W  Sanders 


Ms  Elzeaac  P  Bell 
Oddle  A  Ernest  L.  Barlow 
J.  D.  A  Doris  Breck  ■'  * 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Dudley  S.  Denison 
Ms.  Dorothy  Moran 
Mr  A  Mrs  Haughcy  D  Wallace  Jr 
Mr.  Ovid  Morgan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  Gann 
Robert  L.  Morman 
Mn  Dclorc se  Kirk 
Mrs.  Artie  F.  Mullen 
Yale  Street  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  B.  Murphree 
Mn.  F.  M  Graham 
Mr  A  Mrs  Scott  Buffington 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Wilton  Rogers 
Ms.  Mary  Lou  Lot! 

Mrs.  Anita  Neill 
Dr  A  Mrs  R  Kirk  Smiihhart 
Kirk  Smiihhart  A  Family  Smiihhart 
Jcfr^GSsamb 
Mr  A  Mrs  Bill  Davi> 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Tcny  Champion 
Mr.  Charlie  Lawrence 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tom  Rice 
Mr.  Ray  Layton 
Mr  A  Mrs  Wade  C.  Donnell 
Mrs.  Azzie  Lee  Lea 
Mr.  A  Mn.  G.  M  Anglin 
Mr.  Harbert  Ledford 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mary  Nail  Lee 
Fred  A  Rose  Powers 
Mr.  A.  R.  Lee 
Mr.  A  Mrs  T.  L.  Curry 
Mr  A  Mrs  William  C  Wilson 
Jane  and  Jeff  Lewis 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Duane  Vcon 
Mrs.  Ruby  Lewis 
SUoam  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Annie  Laurie  Speck  Littlejohn 
James  A  Wilma  Kkkl 
Mn.  Mary  V.  Golding. 

Mr.  Jack  Loftin 
Donald  M  A  Nora  Rawls 
Ruth  SS.  Society  Hill  BC' 

Mrs.  Healer  Lyles 
Mr  A  Mn.  Charles  G  Maskc 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Rodney  Bcvill 
Mr.  Sc  Mrs.  Donnie  Brown  A  Family 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Truman  Aldridge 


Nora  A  Virginia  Langford 


Finl  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Farr  eat  Edwards 

Mn.  Leona  Walts 
Mr.  A  Mn.  T.  F.  Badon 
Mr  A  Mn.  James  F  Dykes 
Fletcher  Edwards 
Mr.  A  Mn.  George  H.  Lipc 
Mr.  Otte  G.  Elkins,  Sr. 
Robert  A  Jo  Ann  Pace 
Mn.  J.  H.  Hough 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Mike  Hitt 
Mrs.  Edra  Hunt  Ellis 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  O.  P.  EJIb 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Dane:  Lee 


Mn.  Jessie  W.  Lewis 
Wallace  Byrd 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Curtis  Lucas 
Glen  Cadte 
Maida  A  Bernard  Hill 


Mr.  A  Mn  T  L  Curry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Barney  Cook 
Mr  A  Mrs  Robert  L.  Kemp 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  El  wood  Crain 
Mr.  C.  C.  Germany  Jr 
Arthur  Goodsell 
First  Baptist  Church 
Christopher  Scott  Uuzza 
Ms.  Dianna  L.  Webb 
Rev.  Estes  Mason 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  J.  Clark  Hensley 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 
Mr.  Clay  Martin  Cauerdy 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Ralph  Kolb 
Mrs.  Lavelle  Carruth 
Finl  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Prentiss  C arson 
Margaret  A  Andy  White 
Paul  Kenneth  Caae 
Lavan  Scales  SS.  Macedonia  BC 
Mr.  Alton  Castille 
Jo  Ann  Allred 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Joe  Frost 
Mrs.  Elisabeth  (Betty)  Catlett 
Morrison  Heights  BC 
Ralph  Chesteen 
Mr  A  Mn.  Robert  Fulmer  ^ 
Ken  A  Amy  Phillips 
Mr.  Jimmy  Chisholm 
Virginia  A  Ron  Scldcn 
Mace  Turner 
Anna  Carol  Clark 
Ken  A  Mary  Foosc 
Ms.  Freda  J  Laughlin 
Mitchei  (  lark 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leo  Owens 
Erica  Lynn  Coleman 
Mr  A  Mn  A.  W  Sharp 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
JefT  Coleman 
Ms.  Lula  Mae  Lindsey 
Mrs.  Ha/el  Flora 
Jason  Collins 
Mrs  W  E.  Owen 
Dorothy  Coltharp 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  A.  Kkkl 
Juanita  Coneriy 
M/M  Edward  L.  Martin  A  Family 
Mr.  Melville  Coody 
Mrs.  Jack  B.  Smith 
Dr.  Clayton  S.  Cook 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Frederick  E.  Tatum 
Morec  Cooper 
Bethany  SS.  FBC  Grccnwtiod 
Mrs.  Irene  C  oulter 
Mrs.  Joyce  Hall 
Mr.  Joe  Courtney 
Mr  A  Mrs  Howard  Bridges 
Mrs.  Susie  Cowart 
Hcuck’s  Retreat  BC 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ross  Jackson 
Lillian  Cox 
Ms.  Mary  N.  Starrctt 
Mr.  Michael  Cox 
Mr  A  Mrs  William  C  Wilson 
Mrs.  Mondie  Crecink 
Mrs  Thelma  Wo*idycar 
Ms  Betty  Derrick 

Father  of  Mr.  Elza  Lee  Daoghdrill 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Edna  Davis 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Glen  King 

|bel  Davis 

Mr  ft  Mr*  T.  L.  Curry  * 

Htvrriy  DcBernurdi 
Mr  ft  Mr*  Daniel  B  Mulhnllind 
Mn  Ruby  Woodlrm  IfeWh 
Mrs.  Alknc  Hester 
C.  NoH  Dickerson 
Magnolia  Company 
Mr.  Quinton  Dickerson 
Dr  ft  Mrs  T.  Scon  MeCay 
Mn.  T.  M.  Dickson.  Sf. 

Lucille  Allision 

Mn.  T.  M.  (Mary  Lee)  Dickann. 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Charles  L  Miller 
M.  T.Doaa 

Minnie  Lee,  Leon  ft  Faye  ft 


MEMORIALS 


Mr  A  Mrs  Herman  M  Mason 
Mr.  Amerigo  Nocenti 
Goss  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Homer  Lee  Nunley 
Mr  A  Mrs  Glen  King 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Donald  E  Perkins 
Mr  A  Mrs  Joe  Hawkins 
Mr  A  Mrs  Wayne  McClain 
Mrs  Rosalie  H  Brown 
Ron  A  Beverly  Carlyle 


Allen  A  Laura  Clark  II 

Karea  Ernest 

Mr.  A  Mn.  William  Rex  Patterson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edward  Evaas 
Mr  A  Mrs  J.  C  Holloman 
T  at  mage  L.  Everett,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  T.  L.  Curry 
Mrs.  Edrey  Wilkes  Evers 
Mn.  Mary  E.  Sanford 
WiBo  Ewing 
Mn.  Helen  B.  Moore 
Mrs.  Trearie  Ford 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Wilton  Rogers 


The  sister  of  Mrs.  Jordan 

Mn.  J.  B.  Lewis 
Mrs.  Suzanne  H.  Ainsworth 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  R.  Sudduih 
Judge  Patricia  D.  Wise 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Alexander 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  C.  Holloman 
Matthew  Fairley  Aired 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bobby  R.  Fairley 
Mr  A  Mn.  DonakJ  B  Wall 
Wade  Anderson 
Mrs.  Grace  Whilton 


Springfield  Baptist  Church 

Mrs.  Annie  Mango m 

Senior  Adult  SS.  Shady  Grove  BC 

Vincent  dcPaul  Maraacako 

Lisa  Bartec 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Charley  Maris 

Mn.  J  B.  Lewis 
Erieen  A.  Markle 
Ms  Elizabeth  D  Baird 
Rev.  Eatus  Mason 
Mn.  F  L.  Jamc> 

Ms  Betty  C  Jones 
Spring  Hill  Baptist  Church 


Dr  A  Mrs  John  Nors worthy 
Mr.  A  Mn  T.  L  Curry 

Mrs.  Rilla  O’Brian 
Mr.  A  Mrs  E  B.  Hillman 
Mr  A  Mn  John  Manning 
William  O'Callaghan 
Miss  Lila  McCoy 
Col.  Charles  Liadlc  Ogden 
Mr  A  Mn  J  C  Holloman 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 


Mn  llcac  T.  Kennedy 
Mr  A  Mn.  James  L.  Travis 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Frank  Singleton 
Mr.  Harry  Lee  Arr 
Mr  A  Mn.  James  L.  Travis 


Justice  Court  Clerks  Assignation 

Mrs.  Sadie  Taylor  Fialey 
First  Baptist  Church 


Mr  A  Mn.  John  H.  Walker  Sr 
Mrs.  Grace  Whilton 


(to  be  continued) 


Mr  A  Mn.  J.  C.  Holloman 
Marianne  Bailey 
Annie  Louise  Coals 
Mrs.  Camille  McGee  Baker 
Mr  A  Mn.  H.  J.  Larson 
Mr  John  B  Barr 
Mr  A  Mn.  Charles  M  Sudduih 
Ms  Gay  W.  Friedman 
Mr  Raymond  W  Baker 
John  D.  Baker  *  ** 

Leah  C  Baker 

Richard  Morgan  Price  Bankston 

Mr  A  Mn.  Sidney  Mormon 
Sue  Barnes 
Mn.  Jessie  W  Lewis 
Mr.  F.  F.  Becker 
Steve  A  Nell  Smith 
Mrs.  Francis  Bennett 
Ms  Karen  McLcllan 
Mr  Ben  Wrtods 
Ms.  Berenice  Woods 
Taylor  Bennett 
Irving  Elementary  Principals 
A  Director 

Mr.  George  Berry  ^ 

Mrs  Sidney  B  Thornton 
Mrs.  Lillian  Berry 
Mr.  A  Mn  Frank  L.  Morgan 
Mr  A  Mn.  Hugh.F  Shaw 
Mr.  Virgil  Lee  Bighamjr. 

Mrs  Hilda  M.  Bouknight 
Ms.  Julia  L  Parker 
Ms.  Beatrice  Campbell 
Allen  A  Laura  Clark  II 
Nancy  A  Joe  Ellis  J<*cph 
Miss  D.  Frances  Shannon 
Jean  A  Callon  Edwards 
Gene  A  Mary  Evelyn  Bigham  III 
Dr.  James  L.  Crosthwait 
Mn.  Jones  M.  Chamhlin  ^ 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Gary  Everett 
Ms.  Ruth  D  Logan 
Mr.  A  Mn  John  Maugh 
Mrs  Ada  M  Sumrall 
Mn.  Joe  A  Family  Femss 
Mr.  Pearl  Blakeney 


Mn  Elsie  G  Bush 

Mrs.  LaVeme  Fountain 

Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Paralee  Freeman 

Mr  A  Mn.  Dclanc  Andrews 


Mn.  Grace  Whiu*>n 

Mrs.  Lome  Gardner 
Mr  A  Mn.  James  F  Smith 
Dale  Garner 
Mr  A  Mn  J.  L  Randall 
Mr  A  Mn  Bill  C  Walker 
Providence  Baptist  Church 
Charlie  Gillentine 
Mr  A  Mn.  Rodney  Bcvill 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Gillespie 
Mn  Nell  Case 
James  Edwin  Glover 
Drs.  Michael  A  Clanssa  Davis 
Wendy  Carol  Goodman 
Mr  A  Mn.  Thomas  E  Howard 
Harold  Grafere 
Mr  A  Mn.  Frank  Crosthwait  Jr 
Mr.  Mabrey  E.  Graham.  Sr. 

Ms  Ireu  W.  Graham 
Mr  A  Mn  Hubert  A 
Family  Kendrick 
Dorothy  A  Mark  Rainwater 
Clear  Creek  Baptist  Church 
Mr  A  Mn  Robert  Barnett 
Mr  A  Mn  Buddy  Stanley 
Carl  Graham 
Mr  A  Mn.  James  A  Kidd 
Mrs.  Oarfla  Graham 


Volunteers  gave  three  days  of  service  to  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
during  Corporate  Community  Service  Week:  Members  from  several  corpora¬ 
tions  in  the  metropolitan  area  participate  in  this  annual  event.  The  Baptist 
Children’s  Village  was  glad  to  get  the  help  renovating  cottages  and  pointing 
our  pavilion. 


i 


Missouri  messengers  debate 
Cooperative  Program,  Bible 


the  Baptist  Joint  Committee' on. 
Public  Affairs.” 

W.B.  Tichenor,  a  messenger 
from  Memorial  Church,  Columbia, 
raised  a  point  of  order,  questioning 
whether  the  motion  to  rescind  the 
BJC’s  display  privileges  was  in 
order,  since  the  BJC  had  a  contract 
with  the  convention  and  was  pay¬ 
ing  for  the  display  space.  MBC 
President  Paul  Brooks  ruled  the 
motion  was  in  order  and  recog¬ 
nized  Tichenor  to  speak  against  it. 

Tichenor  asked  messengers, 
“Are  we  as  Baptists  who  have 
championed  the  cause  of  religious 
liberty  so  frightened  of  this  institu¬ 
tion...  that  we  wish  to  banish  it 
from  simply  having  a  booth  and 
allowing  you  as  an  individual  mes¬ 
senger  to  walk  by  and  not  pick  up 
anything  or  to  stop  and  take  that 
information?  That’s  what  this  is 
really  all  about  —  people  who 
are...  fearful  of  hearing  the  truth, 
people  who  want  to  keep  you  from 
the  opportunity  to  accept  or  reject 
what  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
offers.” 

Bill  Miller,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Farmington,  and  Gary 
Parker,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Jefferson  City,  commented  if  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  CBF  constitutes 
dual  alignment,  then  perhaps  the 
same  stance  should  be  taken  with 
respect  to  para-church  organiza- 
^ lions  such  as  Focus  on  the  Fami¬ 
ly,  AW  ANA,  Wycliffe  Transla¬ 
tors,  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ, 
or  the  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic 
Association. 

“They  all  compete  with  what 
we  are  trying  to  do  as  Missouri 
BaptistS  ’and  Southern  Baptists,” 
Miller  said. 

“If  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fel¬ 
lowship  is  of  men,  it  will  fail,” 
Miller  told  messengers,  “If  it  is  of 
God,  we  ought  not  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  it.  We  are  independent 
Baptist  churches  in  this  conven¬ 
tion,  and  we  don’t  need  and  we 
don’t  want  any  further  instruction 
from  the  convention  about  what 
we  do  and  what  we  support. 

“Don’t  sweat  it.  Cooperative 
Program  receipts  are  up.” 


motion  following  the  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  vote  on  Reading’s 
motion,  stating  he  was  doing  so  “in 
the  interest  of  harmony  in  this  con¬ 
vention.” 

Speaking  for  his  motion  prior  to 
the  vote,  Reading  pointed  out  the 
already-approved  increase  in  this 
year’s  state  budget  goal  from  $15.2 
million  to  $15.3  million  increases 
the  dollar  amount  going  to  the 
SBC  by  $35,000,  provided  that  the 
goal  is  met. 

Speaking  against  the  motion, 
Paul  Callahan,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Warrensburg,  called  mes¬ 
sengers’  attention  to  the  CP  giving 
record  of  Reading’s  church. 

“He  is  a  member  of  a  church 
that  has  elected  to  eliminate  Coop¬ 
erative  Program  support,”  Callahan 
said.  “They  gave  last  year  $775, 
according  to  the  annual,  to  cover 
their  staff’s  annuity  participation.” 

Regarding  the  motion  itself, 
Callahan  said,  “I  tfiink  any  nega¬ 
tive  message  is  not  necessary  at 
this  time.” 

Messengers  defeated  in  a 
raised-ballot  vote  a  motion 
offered  by  Roger  Moran,  messen¬ 
ger  from  First  Church,  O’Fallon, 
“that  the  Missouri  Convention 
rescind  the  exhibit  privileges  of 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)  — 
Messengers  to  the  1995  Missouri 
Convention  annual  meeting  elected 
Doyle  Sager  president  of  the  MBC 
over  Jeff  Barnes,  then  made 
Barnes  their  choice  for  first  vice 
president. 

In  business  sessions  character¬ 
ized  by  intense  debate  and  close 
votes,  messengers  opted  to  retain 
current  Cooperative  Program 
allocation  percentages,  member¬ 
ship  requirements,  and  conven¬ 
tion  display  policies.The  motion 
was  offered  by  Robert  L.  Read¬ 
ing,  a  member  of  Second  Church, 
Liberty. 

The  current  percentages  are 
58.25%  for  Missouri  causes; 
37.75%  for  SBC  causes;  and  6% 
for  joint  causes. 

Reading’s  motion  received  384 
yes  votes,  or  50.46%,  and  377  no 
votes,  49.54%.  His  motion  was  one 
of  two  on  the  subject,  taking  oppo¬ 
site  positions. 

The  second  motion,  made  by 
Rick  Auxier,  co-pastor  of  Canaan 
Church,  St.  Louis,  proposed  the 
MBC  executive  board’s  adminis¬ 
trative  committee  recommend  an 
increase  in  the  SBC’s  percentage 
allocation  for  the  years  1997 
through  2000.  Auxier  withdrew  his 


Ministers’  Wives 
Conference 


A  total  of  75  women  gathered  at  First  Church,  Jackson,  on  Oct.  30 
prior  to  the  start  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  for  the  1995 
Ministers’  Wives  Conference.  Featured  speaker  Dottie  Hudson  (above, 
right),  associate  counseling/family  minister  at  First  Church,  Jackson, 
talks  with  Angela  Gray,  whose  husband  Travis  pastors  Sabougla 
Church,  Calhoun  Association.  Betty  Dobbs  (below,  right),  wife  of  Gene 
Dobbs,  administrative  assistant  for  ministry  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  visits  with  Tina  Cooper  (left)  and  Missy  Farris. 
Cooper’s  husband  Philip  pastors  Pine  Grove  Church  in  Dumas.  Farris’ 
husband  Doug  pastors  New  Salem  Church  in  luka.  (Photos  by  William 
H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


Ron  numbower.  Fh.D. 

J  v  Minuter  of  Counseling 

Hk.  first  Church.  Jackson 

I  grew  up  in  many  cultures  as  good,  pleasing  and  perfect  will.” 
my  parents  moved  around  the  Test  your  thoughts  to  understand 
world.  I  often  get  my  Christian  God’s  will,  and  continually  seek 
thoughts  mixed  up  with  other  the  truth.  Keep  up  the  good 
religions  I've  seen.  How  can  I  work! 
keep  it  all  straight? 

I  challenge  you  to  show  me  in 

Satan  is  the  author  of  confu-  the  Bible  where  it  says  I  can’t 
sion  and  would  love  to  get  you  have  an  occasional  beer  or  drop 
sidetracked  in  your  Christian  life,  a  quarter  in  a  slot  machine  when 
Romans  12:2  (N1V)  encourages  /  want  to. 
you  to  “...be  transformed  by  the 

renewing  of  your  mind...”  —  a  The  Bible  does  not  explicitly 
continuing  process  that  will  refer  to  your  challenges,  as  you 
occur  as  you  keep  your  thoughts  phrased  them.  Galatians  5:13 
on  things  above  and  your  eyes  on  (NIV)  states,  “You,  my  brothers, 
Jesus,  Successful  ways  to  do  this  were  called  to  be  free.  But  do  not 
are:  use  your  freedom  to  indulge  the 

—  mantaining  a  daily  quiet  sinful  nature;  rather,  serve  one 

lime  that  involves  prayer  and  another  in  love.”  Does  such  con- 

reading  God’s  Word.  duct  on  your  part  serve  others  in 

—  faithfully  attending  church  love?  Study  1  Corinthians  8:9-13 

to  keep  in  fellowship  with  other  and  10:31-33.  Do  your  actions 
struggling  travelers.  affect  your  Christian  testimony 

—  locating  a  small  group  of  to  weaker  brothers?  Much  confu- 

like-minded  Christians  to  whom  sion  in  our  culture  today  is 

you  can  be  accountable  when  you  caused  by  the  grayness  of  people 

think  you  are  faltering.  —  including  Christians  —  who 

These  suggestions  will  pro-  don’t  take  a  moral  stand  on  such 

vide  feedback  when  you  feel  con-  issues  as  you  raise.  Young  peo- 

fused,  and  will  serve  as  your  “pit  pie  and  new  Christians  need  to 

crew”  to  get  you  back  in  the  race  see  us  going  against  the  flow  and 

that  is  set  before  you.  The  final  taking  a  strong  stand.  Don’t 

part  of  Romans  12:2  states,  allow  your  freedom  in  Christ  to 

“Then  you  will  be  able  to  test  and  become  bondage  to  sin  for  you 

approve  what  God’s  will  is  —  his  and  others. 
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JW  EBHR,  EH  BSZWBJ  HXROWH,  EVW  GDSBX 
DM  E  HMSVSXDEB  ARDHW,  EO  ARBJ 


MVSWHXARRT,  XR  RNNWV  DM  HMSVSXDEB 
HEIVSNSIWH,  Eli  WMXEGBW  XR  KRT  GJ 


QWHDH  IAVSHX. 

NSVHX  MWXWV  XPR:  NSZW 
This  iveek’s  clue:  V  equals  R. 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
lames  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughput  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to-lost  week's  puzzle:  lohn  Six;  Forty-Four.  .•  * 
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Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LlfeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord.  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson.  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief,  name 
is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make 
recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


